
Redundant or Duplicate Publication
When submitting a paper, an author should always make a 
full statement to the editor about all submissions and previ-
ous reports that might be regarded as redundant or duplicate 
publication of the same or very similar work. The author 
should alert the editor if the work includes subjects about 
whom a previous report has been published. Any such work 
should be referred to and referenced in the new paper. 
Copies of such material should be included with the submit-
ted paper to help the editor decide how to deal with the 
matter.

If redundant or duplicate publication is attempted or occurs 
without such notifi cation, authors should expect editorial 
action to be taken. At the least, prompt rejection of the 
submitted manuscript should be expected. If the editor was 
not aware of the violations and the article has already been 
published, then a notice of redundant or duplicate publication 
will probably be published with or without the author’s 
explanation or approval.

Acceptable Secondary Publication
Secondary publication in the same or another language, espe-
cially in other countries, is justifi able, and can be benefi cial, 
provided all of the following conditions are met:

•  The authors have received approval from the editors of 
both journals; the editor concerned with secondary pub-
lication must have a photocopy, reprint, or manuscript of 
the primary version.

•  The priority of the primary publication is respected by a 
publication interval of at least one week 
(unless specifi cally negotiated otherwise by both editors).

•  The paper for secondary publication is intended 
for a different group of readers; an abbreviated version 
could be suffi cient.

•  The secondary version refl ects faithfully the data and 
interpretations of the primary version.

•  A footnote on the title page of the secondary version 
informs readers, peers, and documenting agencies that 
the paper has been published in whole or in part and 
states the primary reference. A suitable footnote might 
read: “This article is based on a study fi rst reported in the 
[title of journal, with full reference].”

Confl ict of Interest
Authors must indicate whether or not they have a fi nancial 
relationship with an organization that sponsored the research. 
They should also state that they have full control of all primary 
data and that they agree to allow the journal to review their 
data if requested.
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